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D R A F T

S T A T E M E N T

OF  PRESIDENTS / REPRESENTATIVES OF EUROPEAN AND EURO-ORIENTED MOVEMENTS OF THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE ON COOPERATION IN THE PROCESS OF EURO-INTEGRATION

1. Presidents/representatives of the European and Euro-oriented movements of Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Hungary, Greece, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Romania and Turkey, met in Skopje on 14.June 2003, to debate the further intensification of the euro-integrative processes in the region, in light of the forthcoming, for the countries mentioned, so important summit of the European Council in Thessaloniki.

2. Participants in the meeting have welcome and fully supported “The Resolution on South-Eastern Europe and Enlargement of EU” adopted by the Federal Council of the International European Movement, at Chios, Greece, on 7.June 2003. At the same time they were pleased to evidence that countries of the region have in recent times considerably strengthen their mutual cooperation directed at reforms and acceleration of their integration into the European Union. The recent inter-parliamentarian and inter-state meetings in Brussels, Ohrid and Sarajevo clearly demonstrate that such orientation has already become a common accomplishment and political determination in the region.

3. It has been emphasized at the gathering in Skopje, that in most countries of the region visible processes of stabilization, advancement of human rights and civil liberties as well as profound economic and democratic reforms are undergoing. These processes undoubtedly need assessment at the forthcoming summit in Thessaloniki. 

4. Presidents and representatives of the European movements and the Euro-oriented organizations in the countries of SEE, participants of the meeting in Skopje, express their readiness, together with the cooperating organizations of the civil sector, to do their best to support such dynamics and to mobilize their membership and the largest public in that direction. In Skopje, they agreed upon concrete steps and further joint actions aimed at   activating the civil sector, the business, the culture and education, women and youth, in projects of cooperation and partnership on the common road to the all-European home.

An indispensable condition for efficient integration of the states of the region into EU is no doubt the full integration of the civil society in these countries into the European society.

5. Presidents and representatives of the movements participating in the meeting in Skopje, count on adoption and implementation of unified and well-elaborated strategy of EU for faster socio-economic development of the region as a whole, based upon considerably larger activities of the civil sector, but also upon mutual support in individual approaches of each country and society.

It comes out as well, that a clear political decision is requiring, for acceleration of the procedures and dynamics of accession of the countries of WB to the EU. In that regard, an essential prerequisite is opening of the EU funds for structural reforms and social cohesion to utilization to these countries.

6. In the same sense, a demand was raised for reconsideration of the existing visa-regime for the Western Balkans since it creates new divisions and ghettoization of the region. This should correspond with governments’ own measures to provide efficient border control, security and protection from illegal activities. 
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