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Esteemed members of the Assembly, 

Dear guests, 

Important events have happened in the Republic of Macedonia since last year’s meeting of our movement, related to its aspirations for moving closer towards Europe, the European Union and its Euro-Atlantic integration, in general.  This period was also marked by interesting events in the international community and on an international scale. And, although the activities of our movement may have been modest in terms of scope, tasks and space, we were nonetheless an active participant in these events. 
Let me just recall that today we are facing circumstances much different than those of a year and some months ago.  The EU expanded in May this year, and with its ten new members, it now covers the whole of Europe except for our Region.  Last month in Rome, the Treaty on the Constitutional Order of a United Europe was signed, as the highest basic act of the new social, state and economic architecture of our continent.  The referendum and parliamentary procedures for the ratification of this historic act have already begun, and recently, Lithuania was the first country to adopt it.  On 23-24 October, the Federal Council of the European Movement International, of which we are also a part, met in Lille, France and called on all of us to join the major trans-European activity to support the Constitution under the logo: “Vote YES”.  We accepted the challenge, even though Macedonia is still not a part of the European Union zone.  Our movement has the honor and the obligation to inform, acquaint and galvanize the our public, citizens and civil society to accept this fundamental act as future citizens of Europe, as well as the European values, the cultural, democratic, economic and social system we want to instill here.  Unequivocally, we have accepted this responsibility.  

Despite the internal difficulties, unfavorable economic, political and social performances and poor production and growth scores, Macedonia has nonetheless made major steps forward in its Euro-integration. After the long process of ratification of the Stabilization and Association agreement with the EU in March this year, the SAA came into force.  In practice, albeit not de jure, this infers on to us the status of country candidate for full fledged membership in the EU.  In addition to Croatia, we are the only country that has this status.  Immediately after the ratification, at the EU Summit in Dublin, we submitted the request for full membership.  The Union accepted the request and submitted in September the so called candidate-questioner, which is now in the process of being filled. 
Without elaborating in detail which conditions Macedonia fulfills for membership in the EU, which the EU questioner will reveal as early as this spring, it is already evident that Macedonia has and is seriously facing up to the challenge of EU membership. We in the European Movement believe that the full potential of the Macedonian civil society to that end has not been completely activated; the untapped and frozen resources in Macedonia are one of the critical aspects of the integration policy, and at the same time, the most important one. European integration is not just a task for the state and the Government.  It is also a major task and obligation for us.  The European Movement must focus and direct its efforts towards encouraging and coordinating the Euro-oriented civic organizations in Macedonia for the purpose of our speedy and efficient integration in the EU and approximation of our domestic systems, values and behavior with those of Europe.  For the most part, this is not the domain of the Government and the state.  

Equally important, it has to be said that in the last year and a half Macedonia took many steps forward in the stabilization and peace in the country and in the Region; objectively, this has had a positive impact on the international standing of the country.  Personally, I have to say that I was very critical whenever these activities, on a country level, took shape or at least appeared as compromises between the civil and the ethnic principles, to the detriment of the former, which does not reflect European traditions and standards; and whenever politics, sometimes an important part of it, did not reflect the view of the public and of the majority of citizens. 

Nonetheless, these set backs did not overly upset the balance of Macedonian foreign policy and the process of EU integration.  The achievements in the area of defense, security and internal stabilization were favorably assessed, and they brought us substantially closer to full inclusion in NATO and the European security system; the broader engagement of Macedonia in the region and attested friendship brought full recognition of Macedonia by the most powerful country in the world, practically leading to the resolution of a large part of the name issue problem. We, i.e. the Movement, need to raise this issue with our colleagues in EMI and to request their support in affirming the legitimate position of the Republic of Macedonia, both in the EU and in their respective countries.  Either way, we can join the EU only as Republic of Macedonia, or not join at all. 

In the past year or so, despite the unfavorable financial conditions, the Movement developed activities and acted with results deserving of respect.   In recognition, the Macedonian Center for International Cooperation awarded the European Movement of the Republic of Macedonia its highest recognition - the Plaque for civil society and democracy.  All of us should be proud of this recognition, which has been earned with dedicated work, not only of the leadership and the activists of the Movement, but also the hundreds members and supporters of our activities. 
Allow me to call your attention to some projects and activities that the Movement has realized successfully in the period from the last Assembly to today; some of these are already becoming a tradition.  First and foremost, this is the celebration of Europe Day, on 9 May, a months-long activity that involves a massive effort of information dissemination, activities related to young people, knowledge tests, orator and journalist competitions, essay writing contests on European subjects, all in addition to the celebration of Europe Day itself.  The European Movement of the Republic of Macedonia has already joined the European scheme of this project, through the sponsorship of our Central Office in Brussels, which means long-term continuity. The second activity is related to “Knowing More about Europe”, a project supported by the Government Sector for Euro-Integration.  Last year’s efforts were very encompassing and successful; this year they are on-going and equally successful. Thousands of high-school students and young people are involved in it, as well as teachers and schools, journalists, public and political activists.  

The third activity, realized with our partners and with the support of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, was the so called School of Politics.  This was a very useful, productive and much needed activity for educating people involved in our Euro-integration processes.  Even though the concept of the school limited the number of participants, the effects have been positive.  It is unfortunate that the work of the School was interrupted, but I am sure ways can be found to enable it to resume its operations. On the other hand, our partnership with the Economic Faculty in Skopje and the European program Tempus was a full success and it leads us to believe that the European Movement has accumulated the experience, organizational capacity and human resources, experts and activist to effectively realize major projects of this caliber. 
While the European Movement has been quite successful in the context of projects, the results of our other activities and planned tasks are somewhat mixed.  For example, we were very active and well represented in the activities of the European Movement.  We took active part in almost all EMI activities, on the sessions of the Federal Council, in regional activities and so forth.  We are successfully continuing and promoting the cooperation we initiated with the movements in Serbia, Croatia, Turkey, Romania and Hungary. 
However, our cooperation with Euro-oriented civic organizations in the Macedonia, and similar ones in the region and Europe, is lacking.  We did not realize our idea and obligation to form a so called Euro-net organization or pool in Macedonia, despite the interest and need of it.  We did not establish closer cooperation and partnership with our young colleagues from JEF (Young European Federalists) and Europe House, which we must do promptly and efficiently. We must activate other joint activities with OHO, NDC and other organizations and partners in Macedonia, and to work together on common goals and ideas.  We have devoted very little time and energy on our informational and publishing activities, particularly we have neglected our communication function in Macedonia.  Of course, it was wonderful to see our first publications, posters and information brochures come out.  This is certainly a part of the positive scorecard of the Movement.  The report duly registers this success at the same time that it takes note of our weaknesses i.e. our deficits. 

The movement has developed cordial, cooperative and close relationships with all state organs that are engaged in the euro-integration process, in particular the Government Sector for European Integration and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Nonetheless, we believe that these relations, same as relations with other parliamentarian, diplomatic and international bodies can be more open, entrepreneurial and accessible to the European Movement of the Republic of Macedonia and to all other civic initiatives, organizations and movements in the country that engaged in various aspects of Euro-integration.  In this period of reporting, we also established good and productive cooperation with the Delegation of the EU Commission in Macedonia, with the OSCE, the Council of Europe, diplomatic offices and many other international organizations and foundations in the Republic of Macedonia.  In this context, I would especially like to mention the Adenauer and Shuman Foundations in Skopje.  We have a lot of upcoming projects, programs and activities with these international partners, but also face the challenge of expanding our network through them.  

From an organizational point of view, we can say that the Movement has improved substantially; our membership is now close to 500 members, in our three branch offices in Gostivar, Bitola and Stip.  We have a lot more activists and volunteers, and preparations are well under way for establishing offices in Kumanovo and Tetovo.  In all of these cities, it is necessary to activate branch offices of JEF and partner organization.  The main office and the leadership of the movement must set up a sector or a group of activist that will cooperate with branch offices and partnership networks. 

We continue to face serious tasks ahead – better internal organization, expansion of our human resources and activities, and inclusion of a much broader circle of members in the activities and bodies of the Movement.  I mean individuals, but also collective members, sponsors, partners and supporters.  The Report of the Secretary General of the Movement outlines most of the results as well as the difficulties we face.  The proposed changes to the Statue, which has been prepared by Mr. Todorovski at our request, include some modalities that will facilitate more efficient, operative and rational operations, above all by activating the Secretariat of the Movement, as well as by establishing working groups, sections, and so forth. 
Generally speaking, I believe that in the upcoming period we must strengthen our critical, proactive proposals and services to the public, society and to political activities related to the integration of Macedonia in a united Europe, because our mission is not to execute project and celebrations, but to have a real impact on the pace of Europeization. 
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